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mate vanity, to his own perverse inclination, but with
greater candour insinuates that some demon, foe to
Hillario's repose, first misled his youthful imagination;
which is a kind of apology for his life and character.
He is not the only one who has been seduced to his ruin
in this manner. We read it in POPE,
Some demon whisper'd Visto have a taste.11
Hence then arise our hero's misfortunes; and that the
demon above-mentioned was a foe to truth, will appear
from Hillario's notable talent at misrepresenting
circumstances, for which vide all the INSPECTORS.
May that day appear: This seems to be wrote with an
eye to a beautiful passage in a very elegant poem:
Ye gods, annihilate both space and time,
And make two lovers happy.12
The request is extremely modest, and I really wonder
it was never complied with; but it must be said in
favour of Mr. Smart, that he is still more reasonable in
his demand, and it appears by the alteration in the
style,13 that his scheme may be reduced to practice
though the other is mighty fine in theory. The INSPEC-
TOR is of this opinion, and so is Monsieur de Scaizau.14
A tatter*d tap'stry:15 Our author has been extremely
negligent upon this occasion, and has indolently
omitted an opportunity of displaying his talent for
poetic imagery. HOMER has described the shield of
Achilles with all the art of his imagination; VIRGIL has
followed him in this point, and indeed both he and
OVID seem to be delighted when they have either a
picture to describe or some representation in the
labours of the loom. Hence arises a double delight; we